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'l'HE CHESTNUT BLIGHT AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
SERVATION. 

By DR. RUSSELL SMITH, OF THE WHARTON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

"A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse!" In tl 
Sh 1 1ese wo 

a respeare makes the defeated Kinn· Riclrnrd III . . . o - - , - express +'I. 
value of a certam piece of property as he p· aced tl fi wt . . - ' le 1e]d of d 
feat, seeking fhght,--not what the horse would actual] 
th h Y cost· 

e orse market;- not what he would brinn· in the h , in 
' . . b orse mark t 
~ as the basis of valuat10n, but what was o·oino· to h e, 
Richard III if he had to go without him. b b appeu to 

On that basis I question if the estimates of the val 
ht . ~ ~~ 

c es nut spec1es Lave been placed anywhere near hio·l 
Th U, . . . . ' ::, 1 enough. 
- e mted States, w1th a big timber cut is ·within fro . , - m one to 

three decades of an era of timber scarcity which will t . _ . . . _ pu ns 1n 
the pos1t10n of havmg to go 1·c1,ise timber rather than o·o fi d • , < b n tim. 
ber. In the timber-raising epoch the chestnut comes to th 
front. Taken a ltogether it is for the next sixty vears of ti _e 

. • • 118 
r,at10n a tree without a peer, for no other tree can touch it for all-
around efiiciency. 

1. It grows rapidly. No ~ther good tree of the forest c 
1 ·t • an 

equa 1_ m the speed with which it makes wood. By the time 
the white o_ak acor~1 makes a baseball bat the chestnut stump has 
n:ade a railroad tie. Cut it down and it throws its ~hoots up 
six feet the_ first year and keeps them going. This astoundingly 
fast start, m connection with its record fast growth, makes it a 
forest marvel. 

2. _The wood of no other tree is so generally useful. It is dur­
able m the ground as posts, a quality which makes it a standard 
telegraph and telephone pole, and a good railroad tie or mine 
prop. It is durable above ground, giving it many virtues as ]um· 
her. It is also a fieantiful, prized, and much used wood for in· 
terior finish. Lastly, it is full of tannin, so that any chip, top, 
slab or scrap can he digested for this valuable manufacture. 
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The Blight 'Threatens a National Loss. Who Loses? 

f anybody thinks he is not a loser btcause he has not a chest-
1 h" l • t forest all his own, he has another t 111 c comm~-

a) Do you wear shoes? If so, the chestnut mterests you, 
( se we are J·ust be 0·inning to make tannin for leather from 
cau b • 

e wood of the chestnut. 
(b) Do you read? 'rhe pulp. that rei~ains aft~r the tannin 
o·one makes paper; also a new mdustry Just startmg. 
( c) Do you rent a house'! Chestnut wood is one of the most 

nti sfactory woods for finishing the plain man's house. 
( u) Do you use the telephone or telegraph'! Chestnut makes 

Ile of the best telegraph and telephone poles. 
(e) Do you go a-trolleying? The chestm~t is t~e tie-prod:1c­

'J10· tree of the future, if we do not let the bhght kill the species. 
(f) Do you own a farm or a town lot? Chestnut is one of the 

o·reat fence post trees of America. 
i,, Lastly in its list of virtues we should not forget its value, and 
especially its possibility as a producer of food for man, and sheep, 
•oats hoo·s and possiblv other livestock. Already the chestnut 

g ) b ' • 
orchards of Europe make rough mountain sides worth one hun-
dred and fifty dollars per acre. Compare that to American farm 
rands. The chestnut forests of Italy are reported to make more 
bushels of nuts year after year than the continuously cropped 
lands of Dakota and Minnesota yield in wheat. Fully one­
fourth of the State of Pennsylvania, ·which is worthless for wheat 
or corn, is better fitted for chestnut culture than any other use 
now in sight. If we make them yield no better than the Italians 
do, that ·would give us ninety million bushels of nuts, an amount 
50 per cent. greater than our wlteat and corn crops combined. 
It won ld make this one of the greatest sheep and pig fattening 

states of the country. 
The stake in maintaining the chestnut sp~cies from destruc-

tion is Jarge. The estimate of three hundred million dollars is 
probably under, rather than over, the proper figure. In the ab­
sence of definite knowledge of the cnre, how much are we justified 
in spending in nncertain efforts? The problem is one of insur­
ance. Porty billion dollars' worth of property in the 
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