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THE BIG IDEA I MINI - NUKES 



Paul Sheppard
Typewritten Text
138,000,000 households / 8000 = 17,250 small nukes needed
US currently (May 2026) has 98 reactors, 57 nuclear power plants, 28 states
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Besides costing less to build, some small 
reactors could be inherently safer, says Vladimir 
Kuznetsov of the International Atomic Energy 
Agency. NuScale's design requires no reactor 
cooling pumps, while Toshiba's pumps are electro­
magnetic, w ithout moving parts; either approach 
diminishes the possibility of a disastrous failure. 
Chinese researchers, meanwhile, are developing 
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Y"flenian~ oaring- and the threat of climate 

ge---tooming- even that much construction 
will not greatly increase nuclear's share of the 
global electricity supply. Small reactors cou ld 
help, Lester says. ''The point is to scale up 
low-carbon energy sources rapidly. Nuclear has 
great potential to do this." If regulators go along, 
that is. In the U.S., officials say some designs may 
win certification within five years, More innovative 
ones may take longer. - Chris Ca" o/1 
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